Radical Generosity
February 20-21, 2021

The OGs of Generosity (Original Givers)
e Initial Giver

Genesis 4:4 (GW)
Abel also brought some choice parts of the firstborn animals from his
flock. The LORD approved of Abel and his offering...

Hebrews 11:4 (GW)

Faith led Abel to offer God a better sacrifice than Cain’s sacrifice.
Through his faith Abel received God’s approval, since God accepted his
sacrifices. Through his faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.

o Imperfect Giver

Genesis 4:6-7 (GW)

Then the LORD asked Cain, “Why are you angry, and why do you look
disappointed? If you do well, won’t you be accepted? But if you don’t do
well, sin is lying outside your door ready to attack. It wants to control
you, but you must master it.”

¢ Intentional Giver

Genesis 14:20 (GW)
“Blessed is God Most High, who has handed your enemies over to you.’
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.

¢ Incredible Giver

Genesis 28:20-22 (GW)

Then Jacob made a vow: “If God will be with me and will watch over me
on my trip and give me food to eat and clothes to wear, and if | return
safely to my father’s home, then the LORD will be my God. This stone
that | have set up as a marker will be the house of God, and | will surely
give you a tenth of everything you give me.”

If | want to be radically blessed, | must manifest these 3 qualities in
a radical way:

o Integrity
e  Humility

o Generosity

There are over 7000 promises in the Bible, and the majority of
these promises are connected to generosity.

I can give without loving, but | cannot love without giving.

In the Bible...

The word believe is used 272 times.
The word pray is used 371 times.
The word love is used 714 times.
The word give is used 2152 times.

Why? Because God is the ultimate giver.

Radical benefits when I’'m radically generous.

“ I’'m truly honoring God with my faithful generosity.

2 Corinthians 9:13 (NLT)

As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your
generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient
to the Good News of Christ.

Proverbs 14:31 (ESV)
Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is
generous to the needy honors him.

I’'m growing closer to God in a deeply personal way.

Deuteronomy 14:23b (LB)
...The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your
lives.

Matthew 6:21 (NIV)
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

3 I’m becoming more like Jesus when | become more and
more generous.

Revelation 3:17 NLT

“You say, | am rich. | have everything | want. | don’t need anything! And
you don'’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked.”

Proverbs 21:26 (NLT)
Some people are always greedy for more, but the godly love to give!



Ll I’'m destroying the temptation of materialism with every
single act of generosity.

Matthew 6:24 (ICB)

“No one can be a slave to two masters. He will hate one master and
love the other. Or he will follow one master and refuse to follow the
other. So you cannot serve God and money at the same time.”

My net worth does not determine my self-worth.

1 Timothy 6:17-18 (NLT)

Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in
their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who
richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. Tell them to use their
money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to
those in need, always being ready to share with others.

5 I’'m building a strong faith when I’'m generous with my
time, talent and treasure.

2 Corinthians 9:13 (Phillips)

Moreover, your very giving proves the reality of your faith, and that
means that men thank God that you practice the Gospel that you
profess to believe in, as well as for the actual gifts you make to them
and to others.

Philemon 1:6 (NLT)

And | am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes
from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we
have in Christ.

I’'m revealing my character when I’'m stingy or when I'm
generous.

Luke 16:11-12 (ICB)

If you cannot be trusted with worldly riches, then you will not be trusted
with the true riches. And if you cannot be trusted with the things that
belong to someone else, then you will not be given things of your own.

7 I’'m preparing my life for God’s blessing when I’m sincerely
generous.

Proverbs 22:9 (NCV)
Generous people will be blessed, because they share their food with the
poor.

Deuteronomy 15:10-11 (GNT)

Give to them freely and unselfishly, and the LORD will bless you in
everything you do. There will always be some Israelites who are poor
and in need, and so | command you to be generous to them.

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (TPT)

Let giving flow from your heart, not from a sense of religious duty. Let it
spring up freely from the joy of giving—all because God loves hilarious
generosity! Yes, God is more than ready to overwhelm you with every
form of grace, so that you will have more than enough of everything—
every moment and in every way. He will make you overflow with
abundance in every good thing you do.

I’'m increasing my capacity for happiness with each act of
generosity.

Acts 20:35 (TEV)

“I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak, remembering the words that the Lord Jesus himself said,
‘There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.”

q I’'m expanding my influence with every single generous
step | take.

Proverbs 11:24 (MSG)
The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy
gets smaller and smaller.

Psalm 112:9 (NLT)
They share freely and give generously to those in need. Their good
deeds will be remembered forever. They will have influence and honor.

I’m multiplying my money every time | am giving my
finances generously.

Proverbs 11:25 (NIV)
A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed.

2 Corinthians 9:11a (NLT)
Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be
generous. ...

n I’'m protected by God by being a generous person.

Psalm 112:5-6 (LB)

...and all goes well for the generous man who conducts his business
fairly. Such a man will not be overthrown by evil circumstances. God’s
constant care of him will make a deep impression on all who see it.

IZ | will be rewarded in heaven based on my level of
generosity.



1 Timothy 6:18-19 (LB)

Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good
works and should give happily to those in need, always being ready to
share with others whatever God has given them. By doing this they will
be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven—it is the only safe
investment for eternity! And they will be living a fruitful Christian life
down here as well.

Luke 16:9 (NLT)

Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and
make friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will
welcome you to an eternal home.

I am committing to monthly online giving of $

Signature

Memory Verse for February, 2021

Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)
"Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with
what you have, because God has said, 'Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you."
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